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millions sterling annually and is being increased
year by year. Still I would point out that the
expenditure under this head, taking the present
state of prosperity into consideration, ought to
be considerably larger and should be brought up to
the level of the kingdoms of the West,

Another reason which is given for the unrest is
the excessive taxation, which is being increased
year by year, and which we are told is sucking
the very life-blood of the ryot, reducing him to
such a state of poverty and misery tbat he cannot
combat plague and famine. Though there may
be some truth in the assertion that in places the
ryot is rather heavily assessed, the real unrest has
nothing to do with it. Hardly anyone amongst the
educated classes knows how cultivation is carried
on and on what scale the ryot is taxed. Very
few, if any, are aware of the real condition of the
masses. The whole unrest is due to a sudden
increase in the political ambitions of the educated
few; and the complaints of excessive taxation,
which are ridiculous in view of the lavish
reductions of recent years, are only used as a
disingenuous pretext for creating hatred against
the Government in the hearts of the ryots.